This is the original diary kept by Greg Christiansen as sent to FarRaauath Living Magazine in
2009, pictures were added latett was edied by Mdissa Phaneybf Farm and Ranch, to fit
the required space andias published in the April/May issue of 2010.

Farm and Ranch Intro

Honestly, between you and me, Reality TV Shows are the most unrealistic
thing on television.
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few hundred to a few thousand acres, depending upon the given rainfall and
environment. He would then have to decide, based upon his own management
skills, how to make a living on the property. Of course he would have to make
paymentson it, buy livestock, build facilities, buy equipment, plant a crop and
harvest it. He would have to keep the equipment running, fix fence, know how to
keep the livestock alive and productive, set the planter for proper seed
placement, and the combine tefficiently harvest the crop, know how to control
weeds and brush that invade the fields. They would be responsible to secure
loans for purchasing inputs, making decisions on when to buy and when to sell in
an economic environment that has been highlyatib¢, even before the media
started using that word. You must keep up on technological advances in your
business and educate yourself in all these areas, no employer to send you to a
weeklong seminar in Florida.

While doing all that they must keep monayailable to pay the household
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birthdays, and vacations. Oh, yea, almost forgot, keepadinker happy too. You
must do this and keep your chin up while doing it.

And if you succeed? You win a chance to do it all again next year!
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show.
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show this month by keeping a diary. My wife, Ann is aseh®ol handicapped



teacher, covering 3 counties. We have two daughtéshley 21, and Megan 20,
and a son, Tanner. Megan and Tanner are twins.

Our place is in Eastern Kansas. We raise corn, milo, soybeans and wheat,
and have a beef cow herd. A few years ago, after having our third drought in five
years and nothing wodlgrow but brush and weeds, we got into meat goats.

Now, kidding out about 500 nannies every spring keeps me pretty busy for a few
weeks, just before planting and spraying of ourlnd t £ ONR L) FASE RQA
swing.

Maybe you think, as | did, thaggk G & F NB KIFNR& FyR @gAff
as wrong as | was. There are a million things that can kill a goat and every time |
think | have found them all, | immediately come across another one. | have had
them die by getting stuck in the fork of a &gin a fence, stuck in the mud, and
even get stuck in a crack in the ground and die in the hot sun. They must be
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guardian dogs that live and protect our goats that are endifferent pastures
within 20 miles of our house.
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us nomally starts the last week of March and goes through April. Our goats will
have an average of 1.7 kids born for each doe. Kidding season is a mixed
emotion. Some days having over 50 kids berexciting, but it is also the highest
death loss time for a goat. That can take a toll on any livestock producer, as many
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growing or harvest season. The weather, diseas®d control, death and
market volatility, makes it hard to keep your emotions level, and keep an attitude
that others can live with, no matter what area of agriculture production you are
in.
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required during kidding season is directly correlated to the weather. Wet and
cold kids usually end up being brought into the barn if they appear weak or a



storms coming. We had a freak blizzard last Saturday with rain before that so the

pens inthe barn are full and need cleaned out. We have rule #355 because
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get to know the look thasays, you better do something for me if you want me to

be here tomorrow. But still, you can only do so much. Sometimes you get lax or

just tired. It gets pretty fast and furious sometimes so you must discipline

yourselfto go atapaceyoucansust@inNJ | FS¢g ¢SS aod LT &2
too many mistakes that will cost you more than a little rest would have.

Sun. March 1,
Black Monma had twins today. Only about 15 degrees outside, so had to
dry and warm them up. dd again tmightso broughtthem insideb { KSQa (KS
goat we ever bought and only one side of her bag has milk but that has quite a
bit. We bought her about 7 years ago and she was no spring chicken then. Most
of her teeth are gone now but we try to put her with the gratnat is getting the
best feed. Unfortunately that was the meat kids we were growing out this past
fall, hence she got bred.

Mon. March 22009 hada new calf this morning. 6 degrees in the night
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the sale and will take them a few miles to a neighbor that works at the Yates

Center, Ks. Sal&5 miles away They may have 1000 sheep and goats selling. Itis

only on the first Tues. of the montiBlackY' | Y Q&R a4 R2y QlelyaSSY @S
They were probably somewhat premature. | had to tube milk down their throat

with a stomach tube. You have to be careful not to get th@etinto their lungs

and drownthem. Something | seem to do once a year, just getting in a hurry and

being caréess. If they make a noise while the tube is in then you are in the

esophagus that leads to tregomach If no noise, then pull the tubaut and start

over. | buy the tubefom Premier One vet supply on the net.

Tues. March 3, 200@dayis cold and cay. Not as cold as yesterday but a
depressing grey is on everything. Cattle, market, crops, economy, looks bad
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another calf in west pasture for pneumonia. Settled up witmTor last year.
Need to buy hay, pay feed bill, truck parts. Self employment is a mind game. You
have to keep yourself up. Easy to get down and not feel like doing much. 90% of
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prices are low, everything is brown and monotone.

Wed. March 4, 2009 What a difference a day makes. 70 some degrees
today and almost 8@omorrow. Attitude is as good as the weather. Even the
markets are up today. Worked Wollards goatsl got bull from Meeks. Sean
helped me today. He g lives a half mile away, andck will help tomorrow.
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themselves. They have more confidence with two together. We use Akbash,
Anatolian Shepherd, Kommodor, and Great Pyrennes, and mixes of those from

aao
u ¢

Nt o 2T

our own breeding." = T Rl s A Kommodoguardian Bonnie.



“WlAkbash/Anatolian shepherd pupath Mollie.
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like writing on the 8. Bought a bull yesterday paid too much forbut justified it
in the added weight that he would put on my calves ovér s of service.
Brought him home and he hung himself in my corral and died. | would expect
that from a goat but not usually cattle. So took me two days to get over it.
Dealirg with setbacks in this business is not my strong suit. Always thinking what
L ¢2dZ RQOSST O2dz RQOSzT 7 idised WadAlicR QPSS R2y S
yesterday.

Fri. March 6, 2009 | looked through thecBanger and found couple bulls
about 30 mi. away Same breed, and bought two for the price of the one that
RASRO® ¢tKSEQNB YlIeéoS y20 a 3I22RI odzi L
turned them straight out with the cows. It&as warmer today and 70 degrees felt
pretty good. But | am also having sapneumonia in my calves due to the warm
up after being so coldl worked on putting electric fence aroundl®0 acre
pasture that | will put goats in with someone elses cattle to control the weeds and
brush.

Sat. March 7,2009 éd everybody today and helped Tom work on an auger
that goes on the back of the truck to fill the planter with bean seed.

Sun. March 8, 2009 éd and checked the heavy cows and goats out front
then a guy came by to get a couple roping goats thatdesudor practice for his
granddaughter. The time changed last night and now it stays light till almost
8:00. | see that as the end of winter and am happy and sad to see it go. Itis also
the end of coming in the house at®bp.m. You can work yoursédf death when
AG adlrea ftA3IKG f2y3 Ayid2 G0KS S@SyAy3do
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year.

Mon. March 9, 2009 ldd a couple calves born to tag this mangu Fed

everybody and moved some rock that a friend brought in. Seems like you can
never have enough rock in the drive and lots. Always wondered why the rock in
the road goes down and you have to keep adding more, but the rock in the fields
comes up angou need to continually pick it up? Been working on fencing
another pasture that we will put goats on this spring. The current renter wants to
stop mowing the pasture and let the goats eat the weeds and brush. The trick is
the stocking rate to contradhe weeds but not consume the grass his cows are
eating. Try to keep everyone happy, land owner, tenant, cows, goats and me.
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Goats cleaning a pasture.

Tues. March 10,2009 Raining still this morning, off and on. Wankibe barn
making pens, and feeders for goats that needbéobrought in during kidding.

The only goatshat come in are problems. | make small pens about 5x5 to keep
them close to their babies. Thisorks good for making adoptionshat seems to
justbe part of the business. They are easier to adopt on than cattle. Mainly
because you can hold them still. | made a portable, woodantisin that will
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manhandling them.



Wed. Mach 11, 2009 after feeding | moved somere rockfor the drive way

and the corral. | then took everythingoutofti€8 LJ | YR &6 SLJI GKS «
and put another layer of fresh screenings on it. Some of the other rock was a

little large for the driveout for the price | paid, guess we can just drive slow.

Black mommas kids are doing well amélre running around like bandits when |

let them out of a smaller pen into the larger one.

Thurs. March 12, 2009ftlaNJ FSSRAY 3 (G KS a2 dzik oBFIf BE |

pastures while the ground was frozen | found a calf that had tumbled down the

bank of a creek here at home and was wet and cold. The cow probably pushed

him down it trying to lick him off. Iyt him in the cab of the pickup (mobile calf

hot box)and ran the heater on him while | thawed colostrum. Took him back and

the mom was glad to see him and he looked fine when | checked him this evening.
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Kind of a Welrd day gray, and about 30 degrees, but bone chilling cold. Seems
like | fought the urgeo go inside and just fall asleep all day telling myself | would
quit early and go inside. After getting some goats up that | will vaccinate
tomorrow and checking the cows and new calves again, | looked at my watch and
Alc¥do n LIPY @ daylR( yRHO X Y & yerduse $Sogo to thekK S NB Q 2
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Not that anyone would think anything but you. Right now I look outside and the
sun just came out for the first time today get the feeling | should be out there
doing something.

| think that is why it is sbard to do planning and preparation work in the
office. Keep thinking | will do it on a rainy day or at night. But tfieg y Q (i
becausd2dza it R2y Qi FSSt tA1S A0 (KSyo L 08



businesses comes from time spent ,keepand going over livestock records,

searching out the best hybrid to plant, looking at weed control programs that
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and all the other stuff that we put off because we got to getside where the
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jobs so it is hard for us to do that part of the jolMaybe | should hire a farm

manager, he could write me a pay check every two weeks. But thessdu

would have to ask him for time off when | wanted it. But who ever wants time off

anyway? Or | guess | could hire someone to do the outside work and | could do

officework. b 2> R2y Qi tA1S GKIFIG ARSI SAGKSNYD
| just checked the markets. Corn up &hts and beans up 24 cents. | feel

better now. Our attitudes are so finicky, it almost makes me sick.
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the barn and the house.

March 18, 2009 Took Tanner to look at T dod he will move there next week.

It is a really good job for him and he should do well. The owner seems like a good
person to work for. Had several kids born at Isbells and all doing well. Seems like

the does have been really good mothers over theodar this year. Some years

iKSe R2y QO gyl G2 6FG§OK 20SNJ 6KSANI {1 AR
GKSY L &aK2g dzLJ odzi aSSvya tA1S GUKS&AS KIf
really are exceptionally good mothers.

Sprayed some wheat todafter getting the sprayer ready yesterday. Started

working on an oil leak this evening and will check it out in the morning. It has
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Is starting to grow and things are dbagreening up. Be mowing the yard soon.
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well, over 35 hd. So far. Had to work on the sprayer today and fix oil leaks around
the wheel hubs. Hate working on oily, girhachinery. Sprayed out a load on 75



acres of wheat and got about 100 acres left to go.

‘ Goats oriisbellg pasture.

al NOK HnZX Hnnm a2dAy3a ¢l yySNI (2 ¢SElao®
get out until after 7. The wind was the worst | had ever seen. We got there after

9 hrs of driving. Moved stuff in the house and went to the grocery store to get

him some supplies.

March 25, 2009 Got Tanners internet set up and he went on to work with Jim,

(the father). | later hooked up with them and went with Jim as he checked

irrigation motors and showed me around. The country there and the way they
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so. | think Tanner will like it okay, at least for a while, just because it is SO hew

and differert. Itis good for him to work for someone else. He was still working at

yYon odzi alAR GKFG KS RARYyQU KIF@S (2 ai
We got home about midnight but | plan on starting before 8:30

March 26, 2009 Gotout early to see who kidded since | wgane. 5 does kidded
outfront, A Ry Qi FTAYR (GKS {ARa (G2 2yS R2So L
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what happened, were they bortdeead? The guard dogs will eat a dead kid but |

have never seen them kill and eat a live one. | have actually bated them with a
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that day. | have seen them eating dead obefore and so just have to trust
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they are hungry. Of course they eat the afterbirth too. | have seen them take it

away from a doe that is eating it after giving birth.

Quppose to have rain and therZinches of snow from now thru Saturday.
Coldrainand3®s p RS3INBSa Aa GKS g2NRG GKAy3 T2
have much body mass so they chill so quickly. | have some sheds and brush for
protection which helpsbuil KS& R2y Qi Ff gl ea 3I2 (2 GK22



we had 6 inches of wet snow after 5 inches of rain in the heart of my kidding
season. | went out at night and tried to gather up kids to put in the barns. A lot
of the does went in but left theirkidsy (0 KS NI Ay @ {2YS YIRS

March 28, 2009 Rain starting about 9 a. m. | took tivehéeler to check goats

kidding at Wollards pasture about 6 mi. away. The rain caused them to go to the

barn and there were 4 new kids inthe barnfbu L O2 dzf Ry QG GF 3 GKS
gl ayQi &adz2NBE K2 GKSAN Y2GKSNI @hutnlder L A
then if | have a problem with one | can take the nannie home with the kid. | can

also keep track of how well that nanny does as far as ramngids, weaning

weight and profitability

A newborn with i mother

The rain soon turned to a blizzard like snow storm. | was glad | had closed the
3r0S 2y GKS R2Sa KSNB G K2YS a2 GKSe C
would think they would go in there to have thdids but not always. After

checking on them and not finding any new kids, | went to the hotaybe

watching a little March Madness will take my mind off of the ugly weather during
GKA& ONROGAOFE GAYSO b20 | atkebargl £ 20 & 2
guess | should just expect weather like this when | start into kidding season. Freak

late March or early April snow storms seem to be the norm thedaspleyears.

Kind of like the 3 different hundred year floods we had in the last fewsyea

March 29, 2009 Got out and fed hay before church because the ground was
frozen and 2 inches of rain then 4 inches of wet snow will make it too sloppy to
feed easily, later. The sun came out this afternoon and warmed to 50 degrees, so
the snow went petty fast, but now all the creeks and rivers are out of their banks.
Checked the pasture again after church and as far as | can tell | only lost one kid
during the storm. He was in a barn wittveral others and their motherspdks

like he might have gten suffocated. Most the time you never really know for
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many nannies kidded during that time and if they did the rain had drove them
into a barn or shelter where thayade out better. Had 2 cows have calves which
gSNE R2Ay3 FAYySO 52yQ0 g2NNE | 62dzi GKS
survivability.
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evening.

March 30, 2009Had a few new kids in the sheshaat home and 8 others born
during the day. Went to Wollards pasture and had 16 to tag but not sure on the
Y2U0KSNR 2F az2YS a2 LQftft gFAOG dzydAf L OF
very wild doe. | may try to make an adoption onto oneh# tloes that lost her
1ARa&® L R2Yy QO KIFI@S NBIf 3F22R € dz01 6 A (K
that really wants a baby. Had to strap one doe to thehtelerand take her
home,as her teats were too large fdine kids so iilked them down. & them
in a pen by themselves but had to milk her again by evening. Hope they get to
ddzO1Ay3 620K 2F GKSYO® LT GKSe& R2y Qi 2y
stunted. | marked her to be shipped out after she weans her kids. | have enough
problems without keeping some around for next year.
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lactating ringers and 10 cc dextrose under the skin to help get them up and going.
Sometimes it works, sometimes not. Seems like you need to do something but
e2dz Oy |fty2aild G§Stt ¢6KSy 2y Syohtayethd
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He® doing better.
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out and gather them up now and pthem in the barn or wish | would have when

I go out in the morning. Nothing is more of a killer on baby goats than a cold,
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March 3L, 2009 Took 6 does back to pasture and cleaned out the 5 pens in the
barn but had them all full again by this evening. This rule number 355 will wear
you out if you let it. | usually get a little more slack later in the kidding season and
when the weatler is warmer. Suppose to get down to 30 degrees again tonight
so with the wet ground | will usually bring in anyone | have a question about until
| run out of time or energy and then quit frankly they are on their own. You can
only do so much.

Had torun to Garnett about 20 miles to pick up three cows and calves that
I 3dzé 02dzZaAKG F2N YSO L OlFlyQd adlyR &aadi
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still for that lang.

Hope to take most of the does and kids back to their respective pastures
today, although it is suppose to rain again tonight.

When | bring them home or take them back, | usually just put some feed
down out in the pasture and sneak up behind thgrabbing a back leg then tie
them three legged like a calf and throw them in the back of the pickup. | have a
small Nissan pickup that | use for everything except hauling hay and pulling my
trailer. After picking up 5 or 6 nannies you are glad thatlawsto the ground |
put the kids in the front floor board with the one of three boarder collies | take
with me. | back into the barn at home and milk some colostrums out for the kid,
tubing it down them. Then | trim her feet. This is usually the tomlg | trim
hooves, unless they are limping badly, as | already have them caught. Raising
goats is surprisingly very physical as you can manhandle them. So you often do.
,2dz OFyQid R2 GKIFIO 6AGK OFdGGtS azZpest2dz R2
in the pickup for problem goats | need to bring home anytime throughout the
year.



April 1, 2009 Today | checked all thgatpasturesandRA Ry Qi KIF @S (2 06|
anyone in. The weather was warmeot the cold wind of yesterday. Newborn
1AR&a f24S 02Reé KSI0O OSNE Flrad AT (0KSe& F
Anyone that is slightly stressed and stays ondblelground too long after birth
may not get up. | have to take them and warm thienthe pickup, while | take
them back to the barn and milk the mother, tubing the warm colostrum down
them. | bok some from the barn back to their homes but some others | kept as it
IS suppose to rain again tonight or tomorrow.
{ Ay OS (i KS N&ajospsollBEns 0 iakelcafaof | got some help and
put the duals on the tractor. Theme hooked on to thenew planter that was
delivered last week. As with any new piece of equipment it is a love hate
relationship until you get to know it.
Went to ameeting put on by the ethanol plant we sell grain to, in Garnett
this evening then checked the front pasture again and found two kids without
mother. They had been drieaff and wandering around so | waedsome frozen
colostrum and tubed them, therobk them back to the loafing shed as there was
a nanny that was balling for them. The front pasture has about 100 does that will
1AR FYR 02dzi yn 2F GKSY IINBE FANRG GAYS



Kodiak and Gracie, Akbash guardians

the doubt veryoften. Whenlgooutatnigdi G KS 3IdzZ- NR R23& I N
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them and they settle down. | had put a doe in a head catédhmade that holds

her while | milk her or a kid nursek. it Q& Ld2 d&h mavd itSrondpen to pen.

| am working on an adoption from a doe that had tripJétsone that lost her kids

Ay (0KS O2fR NI}XAY flFad CNARIEO® {KS KI ay
sometimes it takes a few days.

April 2, 2009 went out bebre therain started this morning. & of the two kids
| gave colostrums to last nighnd left in the loafing shedas about dead and |
O2dzf RYQi FAYR GUKS 20KSNJ 2ySo I LILJ NBy (f
thought she would. Rule number 355 violdtend paid for. | put the one in the
pickup to warm him and gave electrolytes and dextrose, then headed over to
Wollard@ pasture with the 4vheeler before it rains.

| founda dead kidhereA y G KS o6 Ny @ LQY &adzaNB A0Q
thedNI YR RNASR YIydz2NBE 2F GKS ot Ny odzi |
in the cold rain. | suspect they are susceptible to respiratory infection in there.
b2N¥YIftfte Ftye RSIR {AR& INB FT2dzyR Ay UKS
orjustwheNBE (1 KS& 32 ¢ K& siuck HAte3rate\ds that s Where

they want to go when it rains.



