
 
This is the original diary kept by Greg Christiansen as sent to Farm and Ranch Living Magazine in 

2009, pictures were added later.  It was edited by Melissa Phaneuf, of Farm and Ranch, to fit 
the required space and was published in the April/May issue of 2010.   

 
Farm and Ranch Intro 

 
Honestly, between you and me, Reality TV Shows are the most unrealistic 

thing on television. 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǎƘƻǿ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΦ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘΣ άIŜǊŜΩǎ {ƻƳŜ 

5ƛǊǘΣ aŀƪŜ Lǘ ²ƻǊƪέΦ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŀƴǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ given some land, a 
few hundred to a few thousand acres, depending upon the given rainfall and 
environment.  He would then have to decide, based upon his own management 
skills, how to make a living on the property.  Of course he would have to make 
payments on it, buy livestock, build facilities, buy equipment, plant a crop and 
harvest it.  He would have to keep the equipment running, fix fence, know how to 
keep the livestock alive and productive, set the planter for proper seed 
placement, and the combine to efficiently harvest the crop, know how to control 
weeds and brush that invade the fields.  They would be responsible to secure 
loans for purchasing inputs, making decisions on when to buy and when to sell in 
an economic environment that has been highly volatile, even before the media 
started using that word.  You must keep up on technological advances in your 
business and educate yourself in all these areas, no employer to send you to a 
weeklong seminar in Florida. 

While doing all that they must keep money available to pay the household 
ōƛƭƭǎΣ Ǉŀȅ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǘǳƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƪŜŜǇ Ǝŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΣ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ōŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎΣ 
birthdays, and vacations.  Oh, yea, almost forgot, keep the banker happy too.  You 
must do this and keep your chin up while doing it. 

And if you succeed?  You win a chance to do it all again next year! 
¸ŜŀΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜ 

in this magazine.  We all get to caǘŎƘ ŀ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀƭέ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ 
show. 

aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ DǊŜƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎŜƴ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎƪ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ 
show this month by keeping a diary.  My wife, Ann is a Pre-school handicapped 



teacher, covering 3 counties.  We have two daughters, Ashley 21, and Megan 20, 
and a son, Tanner.  Megan and Tanner are twins. 

Our place is in Eastern Kansas.  We raise corn, milo, soybeans and wheat, 
and have a beef cow herd.  A few years ago, after having our third drought in five 
years and nothing would grow but brush and weeds, we got into meat goats.  
Now, kidding out about 500 nannies every spring keeps me pretty busy for a few 
weeks, just before planting and spraying of our no-ǘƛƭƭ ŎǊƻǇ ŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ƎŜǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭ 
swing. 

 
Maybe you think, as I did, that gƻŀǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǊŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŝŀǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

as wrong as I was.  There are a million things that can kill a goat and every time I 
think I have found them all, I immediately come across another one.  I have had 
them die by getting stuck in the fork of a tree, in a fence, stuck in the mud, and 
even get stuck in a crack in the ground and die in the hot sun.  They must be 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ŘƻƎǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ 
guardian dogs that live and protect our goats that are on 6-7 different pastures 
within 20 miles of our house. 

 Kidding for 
us normally starts the last week of March and goes through April.  Our goats will 
have an average of 1.7 kids born for each doe.  Kidding season is a mixed 
emotion.  Some days having over 50 kids born is exciting, but it is also the highest 
death loss time for a goat.  That can take a toll on any livestock producer, as many 
ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊƻƭƭŜǊŎƻŀǎǘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƪƛŘŘƛƴƎΣ ŎŀƭǾƛƴƎΣ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎΣ 
growing or harvest season.   The weather, disease, weed control, death and 
market volatility, makes it hard to keep your emotions level, and keep an attitude 
that others can live with, no matter what area of agriculture production you are 
in. 

LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ мрл ƪƛŘǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘΦ  ¢he labor 
required during kidding season is directly correlated to the weather.  Wet and 
cold kids usually end up being brought into the barn if they appear weak or a 



storms coming.  We had a freak blizzard last Saturday with rain before that so the 
pens in the barn are full and need cleaned out.  We have rule #355 because 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ орр ƪƛŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƘƛƳ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΦ  IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ 
get to know the look that says, you better do something for me if you want me to 
be here tomorrow.  But still, you can only do so much.  Sometimes you get lax or 
just tired.  It gets pretty fast and furious sometimes so you must discipline 
yourself to go at a pace you can sustain fƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ 
too many mistakes that will cost you more than a little rest would have. 
 

 
Sun. March 1, 
Black Momma had twins today.  Only about 15 degrees outside, so had to 

dry and warm them up.  Cold again tonight so brought them insideΦ  {ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
goat we ever bought and only one side of her bag has milk but that has quite a 
bit.  We bought her about 7 years ago and she was no spring chicken then.  Most 
of her teeth are gone now but we try to put her with the group that is getting the 
best feed.  Unfortunately that was the meat kids we were growing out this past 
fall, hence she got bred. 

 
Mon. March 2, 2009 had a new calf this morning.  6 degrees in the night 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƛƳ ŀƴȅΦ  L ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘat need to go to 



the sale and will take them a few miles to a neighbor that works at the Yates 
Center, Ks. Sale, 75 miles away.  They may have 1000 sheep and goats selling.  It is 
only on the first Tues. of the month.  Black ƳŀƳŀΩǎ ƪƛŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǾely.  
They were probably somewhat premature.  I had to tube milk down their throat 
with a stomach tube.  You have to be careful not to get the tube into their lungs 
and drown them.  Something I seem to do once a year, just getting in a hurry and 
being careless.  If they make a noise while the tube is in then you are in the 
esophagus that leads to the stomach.  If no noise, then pull the tube out and start 
over.  I buy the tubes from Premier One vet supply on the net. 

 
Tues. March 3, 2009 today is cold and gray.  Not as cold as yesterday but a 

depressing grey is on everything.  Cattle, market, crops, economy, looks bad.  
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  [ƻŀŘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ Ƨǳƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƭŘ ƛǊƻƴ ǇƛƭŜΦ  5ǊΦΩŘ 
another calf in west pasture for pneumonia.  Settled up with Tom for last year.  
Need to buy hay, pay feed bill, truck parts.  Self employment is a mind game.   You 
have to keep yourself up.  Easy to get down and not feel like doing much.  90% of 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ of year when 
prices are low, everything is brown and monotone. 

 
Wed. March 4, 2009  What a difference a day makes.  70 some degrees 

today and almost 80 tomorrow.  Attitude is as good as the weather.  Even the 
markets are up today.  Worked Wollards goats and got bull from Meeks.  Sean 
helped me today.  He just lives a half mile away, and Jack will help tomorrow.  
IŜΩǎ ǎŜƳƛ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƎƻŀǘǎΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǎŀǾŜǊ because he can usually 
ƘŜƭǇ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ  L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜstock guardian 
dogs.  Each pasture has 2-п ŘƻƎǎ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴŜ ŘƻƎ ƻǳǘ ōȅ 
themselves.  They have more confidence with two together.  We use Akbash, 
Anatolian Shepherd, Kommodor, and Great Pyrennes, and mixes of those from 

our own breeding.        A Kommodor guardian, Bonnie.  



Akbash/Anatolian shepherd pups with Mollie. 
 
¢ƘǳǊΦ aŀǊŎƘ рΣ нллф  bƻǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŀȅΣ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ aŀǊŎƘ т ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ 

like writing on the 5th.  Bought a bull yesterday, I paid too much for, but justified it 
in the added weight that he would put on my calves over 6-7 yrs of service.  
Brought him home and he hung himself in my corral and died.  I would expect 
that from a goat but not usually cattle.  So took me two days to get over it.  
Dealing with setbacks in this business is not my strong suit.  Always thinking what 
L ǿƻǳƭŘΩǾŜΣ ŎƻǳƭŘΩǾŜΣ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ  wŜŀŘ aŀǊŎƘ сth to see what I did 
yesterday. 

 
Fri. March 6, 2009  I looked through the Exchanger and found couple bulls 

about 30 mi. away.  Same breed, and bought two for the price of the one that 
ŘƛŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƳŀȅōŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  L 
turned them straight out with the cows.  It was warmer today and 70 degrees felt 
pretty good.  But I am also having some pneumonia in my calves due to the warm 
up after being so cold.  I worked on putting electric fence around a 160 acre 
pasture that I will put goats in with someone elses cattle to control the weeds and 
brush. 

 
Sat. March 7,2009  I fed everybody today and helped Tom work on an auger 

that goes on the back of the truck to fill the planter with bean seed.   
 
 Sun. March 8, 2009  I fed and checked the heavy cows and goats out front 
then a guy came by to get a couple roping goats that he uses for practice for his 
granddaughter.   The time changed last night and now it stays light till almost 
8:00.  I see that as the end of winter and am happy and sad to see it go.  It is also 
the end of coming in the house at 5-6 p.m.  You can work yourself to death when 
ƛǘ ǎǘŀȅǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘŜƭƭǎ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ 



ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘΩǎ ŘŀǊƪΦ  Wǳǎǘ ŀ ƳƛƴŘ ƎŀƳŜ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
year. 
 
Mon. March 9, 2009  I had a couple calves born to tag this morning.  Fed 
everybody and moved some rock that a friend brought in.  Seems like you can 
never have enough rock in the drive and lots.  Always wondered why the rock in 
the road goes down and you have to keep adding more, but the rock in the fields 
comes up and you need to continually pick it up?  Been working on fencing 
another pasture that we will put goats on this spring.  The current renter wants to 
stop mowing the pasture and let the goats eat the weeds and brush.  The trick is 
the stocking rate to control the weeds but not consume the grass his cows are 
eating.  Try to keep everyone happy, land owner, tenant, cows, goats and me.  
!ƴŘ LΩƳ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƻƭŘΣ άƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ōƻǎǎΦέ 

 
Goats cleaning a pasture. 
 
Tues. March 10,2009  Raining still this morning, off and on.  Worked in the barn 
making pens, and feeders for goats that need to be brought in during kidding.  
The only goats that come in are problems.  I make small pens about 5x5 to keep 
them close to their babies.  This works good for making adoptions.  That seems to 
just be part of the business.  They are easier to adopt on than cattle.  Mainly 
because you can hold them still.  I made a portable, wooden stantion that will 
ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ŘƻŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀ ƪƛŘ ƴǳǊǎŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭ ƘŀƴŘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ 
manhandling them.   
 



Wed. March 11, 2009 after feeding I moved some more rock for the drive way 
and the corral.  I then took everything out of the sƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ άǊƻŎƪ ŦƭƻƻǊέ 
and put another layer of fresh screenings on it.  Some of the other rock was a 
little large for the drive but for the price I paid, guess we can just drive slow.  
Black mommas kids are doing well and were running around like bandits when I 
let them out of a smaller pen into the larger one. 
 
Thurs. March 12, 2009  AfteǊ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ Ǝƻŀǘǎ ŀǘ ά/ƭŀȅǘƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ LǎōŜƭƭǎέ 
pastures while the ground was frozen I found a calf that had tumbled down the 
bank of a creek here at home and was wet and cold.  The cow probably pushed 
him down it trying to lick him off.  I put him in the cab of the pickup (mobile calf 
hot box) and ran the heater on him while I thawed colostrum.  Took him back and 
the mom was glad to see him and he looked fine when I checked him this evening. 

 Goats at ClaytonΩs pasture. 
Kind of a weird day, gray, and about 30 degrees, but bone chilling cold.  Seems 
like I fought the urge to go inside and just fall asleep all day telling myself I would 
quit early and go inside.  After getting some goats up that I will vaccinate 
tomorrow and checking the cows and new calves again, I looked at my watch and 
ƛǘΩǎ сΥол ǇΦƳΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪƛƴƎ dayliƎƘǘ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ excuse to go to the 
house wheƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ a mind game.  But if youΩre like me, and 
LΩƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ 
ƛǘ ǊƛƴƎǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻu were inside at that time of day, right?  
Not that anyone would think anything but you.  Right now I look outside and the 
sun just came out for the first time today.  I get the feeling I should be out there 
doing something.   
 I think that is why it is so hard to do planning and preparation work in the 
office.  Keep thinking I will do it on a rainy day or at night.  But then I ŘƻƴΩǘ 
because I Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘŜƴΦ  L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƛƴ ŀƎ 



businesses comes from time spent ,keeping and going over livestock records, 
searching out the best hybrid to plant, looking at weed control programs that 
ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ōǳŘƎŜǘ and keeping track of expenses, 
and all the other stuff that we put off because we got to get outside where the 
ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎΦ  {ŜŎǊŜǘƭȅΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǾŜǊȅ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
jobs so it is hard for us to do that part of the job.   Maybe I should hire a farm 
manager, he could write me a pay check every two weeks.  But then I guess I 
would have to ask him for time off when I wanted it.  But who ever wants time off 
anyway?  Or I guess I could hire someone to do the outside work and I could do 
office work.  bƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜŀ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ 
 I just checked the markets.  Corn up 20 cents and beans up 24 cents.  I feel 
better now.  Our attitudes are so finicky, it almost makes me sick. 
 
aŀǊŎƘ моΣ нллф ±ŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƳŜŘ Ǝƻŀǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ [ŜƻǘŀΩǎΦ  Dƻǘ ƎǳǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ 
the barn and the house.   
 
March 18, 2009 Took Tanner to look at Tx. Job and he will move there next week.  
It is a really good job for him and he should do well.  The owner seems like a good 
person to work for.  Had several kids born at Isbells and all doing well.  Seems like 
the does have been really good mothers over there so far this year.  Some years 
ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƪƛŘǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǘ 
ǿƘŜƴ L ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ōǳǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘŀƭŦ ƪƛƪƻΩǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
really are exceptionally good mothers.   
Sprayed some wheat today after getting the sprayer ready yesterday.  Started 
working on an oil leak this evening and will check it out in the morning.  It has 
ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǊƳΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ тлΩǎ ǎƻ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ Ƙŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜŘΦ  DǊŀǎǎ 
is starting to grow and things are really greening up.  Be mowing the yard soon.   
 
aŀǊŎƘ мфΣ нллф ¢ŀƎƎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǘ LǎōŜƭƭǎ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƛƴƎ 
well, over 35 hd. So far.  Had to work on the sprayer today and fix oil leaks around 
the wheel hubs.  Hate working on oily, dirty machinery.  Sprayed out a load on 75 



acres of wheat and got about 100 acres left to go. 

Goats on άIsbellsέ pasture. 
aŀǊŎƘ нпΣ нллф aƻǾƛƴƎ ¢ŀƴƴŜǊ ǘƻ ¢ŜȄŀǎΦ  tƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƻƴ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ с ŀΦƳΦ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
get out until after 7.  The wind was the worst I had ever seen.  We got there after 
9 hrs of driving.  Moved stuff in the house and went to the grocery store to get 
him some supplies. 
 
March 25, 2009 Got Tanners internet set up and he went on to work with Jim, 
(the father).  I later hooked up with them and went with Jim as he checked 
irrigation motors and showed me around.  The country there and the way they 
ŦŀǊƳ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ L ŘƻƴΩǘ think 
so.  I think Tanner will like it okay, at least for a while, just because it is so new 
and different.  It is good for him to work for someone else.  He was still working at 
уΥол ōǳǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀōƻǳǘ уΥол ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ  
 We got home about midnight but I plan on starting before 8:30. 
 
March 26, 2009   Got out early to see who kidded since I was gone.  5 does kidded 
out front,  dƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŘƻŜΦ  L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōƛǊǘƘ ōǳǘ ƴƻ 
ƪƛŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  L ƘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
what happened, were they born dead?  The guard dogs will eat a dead kid but I 
have never seen them kill and eat a live one.  I have actually bated them with a 
ƪƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǿŜŀƪ ǘƘŀǘ L ƪƴŜǿ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ 
that day.  I have seen them eating dead ones before and so just have to trust 
ǘƘŜƳΦ   {ƻƳŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ǇǊŜŘators , I just think 
they are hungry.  Of course they eat the afterbirth too.  I have seen them take it 
away from a doe that is eating it after giving birth.   
 Suppose to have rain and then 4-7 inches of snow from now thru Saturday.  
Cold rain and 35-пр ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿōƻǊƴ ƎƻŀǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
have much body mass so they chill so quickly.  I have some sheds and brush for 
protection which helps but ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  ¢ǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ 



we had 6 inches of wet snow after 5 inches of rain in the heart of my kidding 
season.   I went out at night and tried to gather up kids to put in the barns.  A lot 
of the does went in but left their kids ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƴΦ  {ƻƳŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ   
 
March 28, 2009 Rain starting about 9 a. m.  I took the 4-wheeler to check goats 
kidding at Wollards pasture about 6 mi. away.   The rain caused them to go to the 
barn and there were 4 new kids in the barn buǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƎ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎΦ  L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩs number 
then if I have a problem with one I can take the nannie home with the kid.  I can 
also keep track of how well that nanny does as far as raising her kids, weaning 
weight and profitability.   

 A newborn with itΩs mother.  
 
The rain soon turned to a blizzard like snow storm.  I was glad I had closed the 
ƎŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŀŦƛƴƎ ǎƘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΦ  ¸ƻǳ 
would think they would go in there to have their kids but not always.  After 
checking on them and not finding any new kids, I went to the house.  Maybe 
watching a little March Madness will take my mind off of the ugly weather during 
ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƛƳŜΦ  bƻǘ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƻǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻΦ  /ŀƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛn the barn,  I 
guess I should just expect weather like this when I start into kidding season.  Freak 
late March or early April snow storms seem to be the norm the last couple years.  
Kind of like the 3 different hundred year floods we had in the last few years. 
 
March 29, 2009 Got out and fed hay before church because the ground was 
frozen and 2 inches of rain then 4 inches of wet snow will make it too sloppy to 
feed easily, later.  The sun came out this afternoon and warmed to 50 degrees, so 
the snow went pretty fast, but now all the creeks and rivers are out of their banks.  
Checked the pasture again after church and as far as I can tell I only lost one kid 
during the storm.  He was in a barn with several others and their mothers,  looks 
like he might have gotten suffocated.  Most the time you never really know for 



ǎǳǊŜΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ōŀŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƭŘ Ǌŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƴƻǿΦ  [ǳŎƪƛƭȅ ƴƻǘ 
many nannies kidded during that time and if they did the rain had drove them 
into a barn or shelter where they made out better.  Had 2 cows have calves which 
ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŦƛƴŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ǝƻŀǘǎ ŦƻǊ 
survivability. 
 !ƴƴ Ǝƻǘ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ aŜƎŀƴΩǎ ǎƻǊƻǊƛǘȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊκŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
evening. 
 
March 30, 2009Had a few new kids in the shed area at home and 8 others born 
during the day.  Went to Wollards pasture and had 16 to tag but not sure on the 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻ LΩƭƭ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ L Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ  hƴŜ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǘǊƛǇƭŜǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ 
very wild doe.  I may try to make an adoption onto one of the does that lost her 
ƪƛŘǎΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀƭ ƎƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊƛǇƭŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ 
that really wants a baby.  Had to strap one doe to the 4-wheeler and take her 
home, as her teats were too large for the kids so I milked them down.  Put them 
in a pen by themselves but had to milk her again by evening.  Hope they get to 
ǎǳŎƪƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ Ǝƻ ōŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
stunted.  I marked her to be shipped out after she weans her kids.  I have enough 
problems without keeping some around for next year. 
 L ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƪƛŘ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ Ƙƛǎ 
ƳƻƳ ƛǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ Řƻing a very good job.  Tubed colostrum down him 
ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƭȅǘŜǎΦ  .ǳǘ ƘŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛǎƴΩt able to stand up.  I will give them 50 cc 
lactating ringers and 10 cc dextrose under the skin to help get them up and going.  
Sometimes it works, sometimes not.  Seems like you need to do something but 
ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ Ǝƻŀǘǎ you have the 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƛǾŜƴΦ  I sǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ŜƭǎŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻΦ   
 LǘΩǎ млΥол ŀƴŘ L Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊΦ  

 HeΩs doing better. 



LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ L ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿōƻǊƴ ƪƛŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ǎƻ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 
out and gather them up now and put them in the barn or wish I would have when 
I go out in the morning.  Nothing is more of a killer on baby goats than a cold, 
ǇƻǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǿƛƴŘ ōƭƻǿƴΣ ǊŀƛƴΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ слΩǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƛƎƘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ плΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿƛƴŘȅ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦ  
 
March 31, 2009 Took 6 does back to pasture and cleaned out the 5 pens in the 
barn but had them all full again by this evening.  This rule number 355 will wear 
you out if you let it.  I usually get a little more slack later in the kidding season and 
when the weather is warmer.  Suppose to get down to 30 degrees again tonight 
so with the wet ground I will usually bring in anyone I have a question about until 
I run out of time or energy and then quit frankly they are on their own.  You can 
only do so much.    
 Had to run to Garnett about 20 miles to pick up three cows and calves that 
ŀ Ǝǳȅ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳȅƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ǎƻ 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƻŦǘŜƴΦ  IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩt charge what it would I have to be paid to sit 
still for that long.   
 Hope to take most of the does and kids back to their respective pastures 
today, although it is suppose to rain again tonight.   
 When I bring them home or take them back, I usually just put some feed 
down out in the pasture and sneak up behind them grabbing a back leg then tie 
them three legged like a calf and throw them in the back of the pickup.  I have a 
small Nissan pickup that I use for everything except hauling hay and pulling my 
trailer.  After picking up 5 or 6 nannies you are glad that it is low to the ground.  I 
put the kids in the front floor board with the one of three boarder collies I take 
with me.  I back into the barn at home and milk some colostrums out for the kid, 
tubing it down them.  Then I trim her feet.  This is usually the only time I trim 
hooves, unless they are limping badly, as I already have them caught.  Raising 
goats is surprisingly very physical as you can manhandle them.  So you often do.  
¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘǊȅΦ  L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎŀǊǊȅ п ƻǊ р ǘƛŜ Ǌƻpes 
in the pickup for problem goats I need to bring home anytime throughout the 
year.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
April 1, 2009 Today I checked all the goat pastures and ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ 
anyone in.  The weather was warmer, not the cold wind of yesterday.  Newborn 
ƪƛŘǎ ƭƻǎŜ ōƻŘȅ ƘŜŀǘ ǾŜǊȅ Ŧŀǎǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōƛǊǘƘΦ  
Anyone that is slightly stressed and stays on the cold ground too long after birth 
may not get up.  I have to take them and warm them in the pickup, while I take 
them back to the barn and milk the mother, tubing the warm colostrum down 
them.  I took some from the barn back to their homes but some others I kept as it 
is suppose to rain again tonight or tomorrow.   
 {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ major problems to take care of I got some help and 
put the duals on the tractor.  Then we hooked on to the new planter that was 
delivered last week.  As with any new piece of equipment it is a love hate 
relationship until you get to know it.   
 Went to a meeting put on by the ethanol plant we sell grain to, in Garnett 
this evening then checked the front pasture again and found two kids without a 
mother.  They had been dried off and wandering around so I warmed some frozen  
colostrum and tubed them, then took them back to the loafing shed as there was 
a nanny that was balling for them.  The front pasture has about 100 does that will 
ƪƛŘ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ул ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƪƛŘŘŜǊǎ ǎƻ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ  



 Kodiak and Gracie, Akbash guardians 
 
the doubt very often. When I go out at nigƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŘ ŘƻƎǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǊŜ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŘŀǊƪΣ ōǳǘ L ǘŀƭƪed to 
them and they settle down.   I had to put a doe in a head catch I made that holds 
her while I milk her or a kid nurses.  LǘΩǎ ǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǎo I can move it from pen to pen.  
I am working on an adoption from a doe that had triplets, to one that lost her kids 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘ Ǌŀƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ CǊƛŘŀȅΦ  {ƘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ōŀōȅ ȅŜǘ ōǳǘ 
sometimes it takes a few days. 
 
April 2, 2009 I went out before the rain started this morning.  One of the two kids 
I gave colostrums to last night and left in the loafing shed was about dead and I 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜΦ  !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ L 
thought she would.  Rule number 355 violated and paid for.  I put the one in the 
pickup to warm him and gave electrolytes and dextrose, then headed over to 
WollardΩs pasture with the 4-wheeler before it rains.   
 I found a dead kid there ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƴΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ 
the diǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛŜŘ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƴ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 
in the cold rain.  I suspect they are susceptible to respiratory infection in there.  
bƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴȅ ŘŜŀŘ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƴ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ 
or just wheǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƛŎƪ.  Not much alternative as that is where 

they want to go when it rains.  


